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Serving All of Our Neighbors  

for Over 60 Years 

Columbia Presbyterian 
Church 

711 Columbia Drive • Decatur, GA 30030 
Phone: 404-284-2441 • Fax: 404-284-1886 
Email: columbiapresbyterian@gmail.com 

Website: cpcdecatur.org 



 
 

 

ORDINARY 
TIME 
The periods from the 
Baptism of the Lord 
through the 
Transfiguration of 
the Lord and from 
Trinity Sunday 
through Christ the 
King Sunday are 
called ordinary time. 
The meaning of 
“ordinary” is a 
positive one. These 
Sundays are the 
ordinary Sundays 
that establish the 
norm for Christian 
worship. The 
Sundays of ordinary 
time are the 
foundation of the 
Christian year, the 
bedrock of the 
liturgical calendar. 
On them are built 
the special days and 
seasons that shape 
the liturgical 
pilgrimage of God's 
people. —Donald 
Wilson Stake, The 
ABC's of Worship: A 
Concise Dictionary 
(Louisville, KY: 
Westminster John 
Knox Press, 1992), 
135. 
 
THE PASSING 
OF THE PEACE 
OF CHRIST is 
when we become the  
embodiment of the 
"peace of Christ" 
that is offered to us 
with the forgiveness 
of sins. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO 
WORSHIP 
The people are called 
to worship God. 
Words from scripture 
are spoken or sung to 
proclaim who God is 
and what God has 
done. We are thus 
reminded that our 
worship centers in 
God and not in 
ourselves. "Our help 
is in the name of the 
Lord, who made 
heaven and earth" 
(Ps. 124:8). 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S DAY 
September 27, 2009 

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          

Congregation responsively reads lines in bold text. 
† Those able, please stand. 

 
As the Opening Voluntary begins, listen quietly as we prepare to worship the Lord. 

           

GOD CALLS US TOGETHER TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE 
  

CHIMING OF THE BELL 
  

WELCOME 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
† GREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  

  
GATHERING SONG (As the organ begins the introduction, please be seated and join the choir in singing)  
                                     There's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit                  SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT 

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 
There are sweet expressions on each face, And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

  
OPENING VOLUNTARY                                Sicilienne                                Maria Theresia von Paradis 

  
REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM 

  
† SUNG CALL TO WORSHIP                 I Love You, Lord                                  I LOVE YOU, LORD  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF 
CONFESSION  is 
intended to 
encourage people to 
lay down any bur-
den of guilt or regret 
or any sense of 
failure and 
inadequacy, and to 
reaffirm their trust 
in Christ's unfailing 
love and forgiveness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

† PRAYER OF INVOCATION  
    

 HYMN 466 (Congregation Sings)    O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                             AZMON 
    

INVITATION TO CONFESSION OF SIN   
    

RESPONSIVE  PRAYER OF CONFESSION WITH T IME FOR SILENT CONFESSION 
When sin and death hover around us, like famished vultures, 
 you fill us with new strength so they cannot feed on us; 
when our bitterness clamps tight around our hearts with its steel-like teeth, 
 you pry us loose with your scarred hands so we might walk in faith with you; 
when we stack our hurts one on top of the another, 
like kindling wood, ready to set the match of our anger to the pile, 
 you pour your spirit of forgiveness upon them,  
  until they are soaked so thoroughly, nothing can ignite them. 

 
Our help, our hope, our life, our peace 
 are truly found in the name 
  of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen! 

   
† RESPONSE TO CONFESSION (Congregation Sings)  Kyrie                                            David Flick 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     
† DECLARATION OF PARDON  

    
† RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE       We Are Forgiven                   Hal Hopson 

 
PLACE MUSIC HERE 

    

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
    

 
 
 
 
 

      
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   

 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON 
When the Bible has 
been read, its 
message is 
proclaimed in a 
sermon or other form 
of exposition of God's 
Word. The God who 
speaks in scripture 
speaks to us now. 
The God who acted 
in biblical history 
acts today. Through 
the Holy Spirit, 
Christ is present in 
the sermon, offering 
grace and calling for 
obedience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PASTORAL 
PRAYER 
In response to the 
Word, prayers are 
offered. In these 
prayers, we 
acknowledge God's 
presence in the world 
and in daily life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READING FROM THE PSALTER                                                    (Pew Bible, p. 572, New Testament) 
Psalm 124:1-8  

One: This is the word of our Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

    
ANTHEM            Best of All Friends                                           K. Lee Scott 

Jesus, my Lord, let me be near you; by your own word help me to hear you 
Jesus, my Lord, lead me to love you, nothing more dear, no one above you. 
All through the day, sisters and brothers, yours we will be, caring for others, 

hearing your words, learning your story, bearing your cross, sharing your gory, 
Teach us to know seeing from blindness, help us to show everywhere kindness, 

Jesus, our Lord, lead us and guide us, best of all friends, always beside us. 
    

THE YOUNGER CHURCH  
    
READING FROM THE GOSPELS                                                            (Pew Bible, p. 45, New Testament) 

Mark 9:38-50 
One: This is the word of our Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God!     
SERMON                                    Rev. Tom Hagood 

    
† HYMN 433 (Congregation Sings)       There’s a Spirit in the Air                                                              LAUDS     

    
† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Congregation Affirms Together)                                Romans 8:1, 28, 38, 39 

We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus; 
for we know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 

who are called according to God's purpose. 
We are convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

   

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
   

PASTORAL PRAYER  WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
A time of silence will be offered during the Pastoral Prayer in which you may lift prayer concerns. 

If you would rather not say your concern aloud, you may speak to the pastor or an elder following the service. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

    
PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS 



 
 

 

 
 
THE OFFERING  
is also a significant 
part of our response 
to the Gospel. As we 
present the money 
which represents our 
commitment to the 
work of the church, 
we resolve to 
maintain this 
community of 
worship, fellowship 
and service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERTORY SOLO                      It Is Well with My Soul                       setting by John Ness Beck 
Mary Rose Simpson , soprano 

When peace like a river, attendeth my way, and sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, "It is well with my soul." 

It is well with my soul. 
My sin- O the joy of this glorious thought, My sin, not in part, but the whole 

Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it nor more: Praise the Lord, O my soul! 
It is well with my soul. 

  
† DOXOLOGY (Congregation Sings)                    Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Praise God, the source of all our gifts, praise Jesus Christ whose pow'r uplifts,  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit; Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

   
† PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

   
† HYMN             Make Me a Channel of Your Peace         CHANEL OF PEACE   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENDING  
   
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
THE CHARGE 
A charge to the 
people to go into the 
world in the name of 
Christ may be 
included. The charge 
renews God's call to 
us to engage in 
obedient and 
grateful ministry as 
God's agents to heal 
life's brokenness. By 
the power of the 
Spirit, we are to be 
in life and ministry 
what Christ has 
redeemed us to be. 
God calls the church 
to join the mission of 
Christ in service to 
the world. As the 
church engages in 
that mission, it bears 
witness to God's 
reign over all of life 

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 
    

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
    

CLOSING VOLUNTARY                            Festival March                                     Thomas Massella 
 
 

Please remain quietly seated for the playing of the Closing Voluntary 
or move quietly to the Narthex for a time of fellowship. 

 
         

 
WORSHIP LEADERS THIS MORNING: 

Rev. Tom Hagood       
Wendy Dewberry, Liturgist 

David Flick, Organist and Choirmaster 
Columbia Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir 

Acolytes: Daniel Jackson and Jorge Lehman    
Music in the service reprinted and used with permission: CCLI# 823224 

Confession of Sin copyright Thom Shuman 
Cover: Christ Blessing the Little Children, Sir Edward Burne-Jones, 1892-93, technique: chalk 

 
 

 
 


