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Christmas Eve
Candlelight & Communion
Service of Worship

Congregation responsively reads lines in bold text.
Tt Those able, please stand.

GoDb CALLSUSTOGETHER

CHIMING OF THE BELL

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES Steve and Susan Erickson
A TIME FOR REMEMBERING A Bowl of Tears and Candles for Remembering
OPENING VOLUNTARIES At the Manger in Bethlehem Camil Van Hulse

Silent Night, Holy Night Neil Harmon

TCALL TO WORSHIP
Come, all who are faithful and all who seek joyumliyes.
It is the season to sing praises to God for the ©bh#d is near.
The symbols of hope, peace, love, and joy shineyldnghil hearts.
May they remain with us throughout the year.
We now share a promise that was fulfilled by God:
That our beloved Child is born and will call us to nexed of
love, joy, and faith in action. Amen.

TINVOCATION

THYMN Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus STUTTGART
Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thiygeeople
from our fears and sins release us, let us finesbur thee.

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all theheartart:
dear desire of every nation, joy of every lomgirtg h

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yepa ki
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kmbdag.

CALL TO CONFESSION



RESPONSIVEPRAYER OFCONFESSION
God who comes to us:
forgive us . ..
when our shadowed lives dim your Light;
when the tinsel of Christmas means more to usdbairyth;
when our hearts of stone resist the pain and brekeamend us;
when we care more about what is under the tree,
than the damage we do to your creation and to yitareoh

Have mercy on us, Healing God,

so we might tear down the walls we have built to keeplgve away;
so we could seek your justice for our sisters and brothers

so our hearts would become cradles for your Son,

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

ASSURANCE OHPARDON
TGREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OFCHRIST

GATHERING SONG (Congregation Sings) O Come, All Ye Faithful! ADESTE FIDELES
As the organ begins the introduction, pledsd badsgan in the singing:

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord!

PRAYERS OF THEPEOPLE

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD

READING FROM THE HEBREWSCRIPTURES (Pew Bible, p. 638, Old Testament)
Isaiah 9:2-7
One: This is the word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

HYMN What Child Is This? GREENSLEEVES

What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary's lafeeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shetehdare keeping?
Refrain:
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds gudahgels sing;
haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the Bamyof

Why lies he in such mean estate where ox andfesdiag?
Good Christian, fear: for sinners here the silerd \&/pleading. (Refrain)

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come, pdasgyito own him;
the King of kings salvation brings, let loving herahtsone him. (Refrain)



PSALTERREADING (Pew Bible, p. 550, Old Testament)
Psalm 96

One: This is the word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

ANTHEM Lullaby John Ness Beck
Walt and Alcie Thornton
A child, a holy child, fast asleep beneath a wiyter
is warm at rest at his mother's breast as sheesihdsby.
The lambs, the cattle too are sleeping in a bag,of h
and all around there's no other sound than lullaby.
Lullaby, sleep well, my precious one: lullaby, my lov
my only son; New life has now begun. So the stesy g
once upon a winter morn a tiny boy bringing lovgand
the Prince of Peace was born.

GOSPELREADING (Pew Bible, p. 58, Old Testament)
Luke 2:1-14-20
One: This is the word of our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

THYMN Joy to the World ANTIOCH
Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth rbeeikeng;
let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and naigye si
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns; let us ouresopigy,
while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding gat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makestioes prove
the glories of his righteousness,
and wonders of his love, and wonders of his ldwepaders, wonders of his love.

MEDITATION Rev. Tom Hagood
)
RESPONDING TO GOD’'SWORD
T AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from aBrief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the loGodf

and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in thee triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:

preaching good news to the poor and release to theesgpti

teaching by word and deed and blessing the children,

healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,



eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling a#gent and believe the gospel.
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,

Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain

and giving his life for the sins of the world.

God raised this Jesus from the dead, vindicating hessilife, breaking the power of sin and
evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoicentithing in life or in death can separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glotpe Father, and to the Son, and to
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

OFFERING OFTITHES AND GIFTS

OFFERTORYANTHEM One Small Child David Meece
David Van Wyk, Nancy Van Wyk
One small Child in a land of a thousand, one ginealin of a Savior tonight,

One small hand reaching out to the starlight,roa# ity of life.

One king bringing his gold and riches, one kinggraln army of might,

one king kneeling with incense and candlelighKingebringing us life.
See him lying, a cradle beneath him; see him smilegstall.

See his mother praising his Father; see hisdiitg ézll.

One small light from the flame of a candle, onk Isghaifrom a city of might,
one small light from the stars in the endless pighsmall light from a face.
See the shepherds kneeling before him; see therkbended knee,

See his mother praising his Father; see the bitssesieep.
One small Child in a land of a thousand, one ginealin in a people of might,
one small hand reaching out to the starlight,noalt Savior of life.

T CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSHCongregation sings In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM
What can | give Him, Poor as | am?
If | were a shepherd, | would bring a lamb;
If | were a wise man, | would do my part;
Yet, what | can, | give Him: Give my heart.

PRAYER OFDEDICATION

HoLYy COMMUNION

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PRAYER OFGREAT THANKSGIVING
May God be with you.
May God be also with you.
People of God, open your hearts,
We open our hearts to God.
Let us give thanks to the Living God.
It is right to give thanks to the One who offers abamtdife.
This is the night your heart bursts open with Joy . .
... caroling the good news which is ours:



Sanctus David Flick

. . we proclaim that mystery we call faith:

All:  Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

THE LORD’SPRAYER(Congregation prays together)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy namekitigglom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily joaeadorgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but delwerfrom evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

BREAKING THE BREAD

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE

PRAYER AFTERCOMMUNION

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE The Ron Dinkins Family

RINGING THE CHRISTMAS BELLS

SENDING

CHARGE AND BLESSING

SPREADING THE LIGHT OF CHRISTMAS



THYMN Silent Night STILLE NACHT
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, sdeeand mild,
sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hoatiekirgg
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savitgis!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pute ligh

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawedeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY Joy to the World David Cherwien

WORSHIP LEADERST HIS MORNING:
Rev. Tom Hagood
Wendy Dewberry
Michele Volz, violin

David Flick, Organist and Choirmaster
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