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Reformation Sunday 
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 
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SERVICE OF THE LORD’S DAY  
Reformation Sunday 
Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 

Sunday, October 25, 2009 
        

 
Congregation responsively reads lines in bold text. 

† Those able, please stand.            

GOD CALLS US TOGETHER TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE 
Let us listen quietly as we prepare to worship the Lord.      

PIPING ON THE GREEN       
CHIMING OF THE BELL        
THE PRESENTATION OF THE TARTANS 

One: Bring forth the Tartans! Raise the Tartans! 
People:  We raise them up to God. 
Beadle:  On behalf of Scots everywhere, we raise these Tartans before Almighty God in 

appreciation of our heritage and ask God’s blessings on all His servants. In the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.       

†PROCESSIONAL           Scotland the Brave        Traditional Scottish       
†POSTING OF THE TARTANS       
†PRAYER OF DEDICATION OF THE TARTANS 

One:  On behalf of all Scots away from Scotland, and in the name of all the Scottish 
Clansfolk that are here represented, we present these Tartans before Almighty God 
in appreciation of our Heritage; and we ask His Blessings upon these, His humble 
servants. O Lord, Thou hast promised that in all places where Thou recordest Thine 
Holy Name, Thou wilt meet with Thy servants, and bless them; fulfill now Thy 
Promise, and make us joyful in our prayer, so that our Worship, being offered in the 
name of Thy Son, Jesus Christ, and by the guidance of Thy Holy Spirit, may be 
acceptable unto You, and profitable unto ourselves. Bless, we pray, these Tartans – 
that they may be unto us and unto all people a token of the faith of our Fathers; and a 
sign of our service unto You. 

People: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.      



 
 

 

† CALL TO WORSHIP                 Based on Psalm 14:v.1,2 and 1 Timothy 1:12,14,17 

One:  As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so we firmly believe that 
from the beginning there has been, now is, and to the end of the world shall be, one 
Kirk, that is to say, one company and multitude of those chosen by God, who rightly 
worship and embrace him by true faith in Christ Jesus who is the only Head of the 
Kirk. 

People:  The Kirk contains the chosen of all ages, of all nations, realms, and tongues. The 
Kirk is invisible, including those who are departed, those who strive against sin 
and evil, and those who are yet to come. 

One:  The Kirk is the communion of saints, the citizens of the heavenly Jerusalem. 
People:  We have one God, one Lord Jesus, one faith, and one baptism. There is neither 

life nor salvation without Christ Jesus. 
All: Let us worship the Lord!      

† INVOCATION      
† HYMN OF DEDICATION 260              A Mighty Fortress Is Our God               EIN’ FESTE BURG     
INVITATION TO CONFESSION OF SIN       
    
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Congregation prays together) From John Knox Sunday Service 

Almighty God, we are unworthy to come into your presence because of our many sins. If 
you dealt with us as we deserve we would not deserve any grace or mercy from you. We 
have sinned against you, O Lord, and we have offended you. And yet, O Lord, as we 
acknowledge our sins and offenses, so also do we acknowledge you to be a merciful God, 
and loving and favorable Father to all who turn to you. We humbly ask you, for the sake 
of Christ your son, to show mercy to us, and forgive us all our offenses. Forgive the sins 
of our youth, and the sins of our old age. By your Spirit, O God, take possession of our 
hearts that, not only the actions of our life, but also the words of our mouth, and the 
smallest thought of our minds, may be guided and governed by you. Through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 
forever. Amen.     

DECLARATION OF PARDON 
One:  Almighty God, who doth freely pardon all who repent and turn to Him, now fulfill in 

every contrite heart the promise of redeeming grace; remitting all our sins, and 
cleansing us from an evil conscience; through the perfect sacrifice of Christ Jesus our 
Lord. By thy tender mercies, O God, may thy name be glorified by thy people. 

All:  Amen.     
† RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE  (Congregation sings)    I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art  

This hymn was published in 1545 under the leadership of John Calvin. Calvin was a contemporary of the Scots Confession and his 
theology was very influential in the church of Scotland because their primary reformer, John Knox, studied under Calvin.    
Thou hast the true and perfect gentleness, no harshness hast Thou and no bitterness; 

O Grant to us the grace we find in Thee, that we may dwell in perfect unity.  



 
 

 

† GREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST       
GATHERING SONG                      Surely the Presence                         Lanny Wolfe 

As the organ begins the introduction, please be seated and join the choir in the singing: 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place; 

I can feel his mighty power and his grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel's wings, I see glory on each face; 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.       
PASTORAL PRAYER WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER (Congregation prays together) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.     

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
     
GOSPEL READING  (Pew Bible, pages 101, New Testament)                                 John 8:31-36 

One: This is the Word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God.      

M INISTRY OF M USIC             The Rose of Kelvingrove                                
 Jerry Finnegan, Piper      

TIME WITH THE YOUNGER CHURCH                                                                                                
PSALTER  READING  (Pew Bible, pages 517, Old Testament)                                                  Psalm 46 

One: This is the Word of the Lord.  
All: Thanks be to God.     

SERMON                                Be Still              Rev. Tom Hagood      
† HYMN 192            God, Our Help and Constant Refuge                      MICHAEL      
† AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Congregation says together)           The Scots Confession, 1560 (chapter I) 

We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, whom 
alone we must serve, whom only we must worship, and in whom alone we put our 
trust. Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, 
invisible; one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost. By whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, 
visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their being, and to be 
ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal wisdom, 
goodness, and justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory. 



 
 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
   
OFFERING OF TITHES AND GIFTS      
OFFERTORY                      Highland Cathedral         Traditional Scottish 

Land of my fathers, we will always be faithful and loyal to our own country. 
In times of danger, we will set you free, Lead you to glory and to victory.  

Hail, Caledonia, to our ancient prayer, in this Highland Cathedral, let our standards bear, 
Joining together with one dream to share, God bless the people of this land so fair.  

Rise Caledonia, let your voices ring in this Highland Cathedral of our God and King, 
Whom joy and liberty, to all, will bring, Come, let your heart, with love and courage sing.      

† CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (Congregation Sings)      Doxology         OLD HUNDREDTH 
Praise God from whom all blessing flow: Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.      
† PRAYER OF DEDICATION    

SENDING 
   
† HYMN NO. 234                              I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes                DUNDEE      
† INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP       
† CHARGE AND BENEDICTION         
† HYMN           O God of Beth-el       Scottish Psalter, 1615 

(sung to the tune of Auld Lang Syne) 
O God of Beth-el, by whose hand Thy people still are fed; 

Who through this weary pilgrimage hast all our fathers led. 
Our vows, our prayers, we now present before Thy throne of grace; 

God of our fathers, be the God of their succeeding race. 
Through each perplexing path of life our wandering footsteps guide; 

Give us each day our daily bread, And raiment fit provide. 
O spread Thy covering wings around till all our wanderings cease, 
And at our Father’s loved abode our souls arrive in peace. Amen.       

† RECESSIONAL OF THE CLANS    Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound         AMAZING GRACE 
 

 
Music reprinted and used with permission: CCLI# 823224 

 

Floral arrangement presented to the glory of God by Jan Coulon. 
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Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 
 
 
A Kirk  is a Scottish word for Church and a Tartan is the traditional pattern of unevenly spaced stripes 
crossing at right angles woven into a woolen fabric that distinguishes the various Scottish Clans. Thus, 
the Kirkin' o' the Tartans is the traditional blessing of the tartans by the Clergy.  
    Following the failure of the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745 when the English at Culloden defeated the 
Jacobites, the Disarming Act of 1746 forbade the Scots from wearing their tartans. The traditional Clan 
System, with its representative tartans, was declared forbidden as troops loyal to the Duke of Cumberland 
and the House of Hanover ravaged the Scottish Highlands, searching out Jacobite supporters.  
    The legend goes the Highlanders hid swatches of tartan fabric among their clothing when they went to 
church, and at a predetermined time, they secretly touched their tartan material during the worship 
service. 
    With the coming of the 18th Century, many of these Scots faced the Highland Clearances. Thousands 
of Highland tenant farmers were forced into becoming pioneers in the New World as their former 
aristocratic lords drove them off their land, so that they could conduct the much more profitable business 
of raising sheep. The Highlander, losing many of these traditions, became a victim of the Industrial 
Revolution.  
   
The Kirkin’ o' Tartans  was revived during WWII by Reverend Peter Marshall, then the Chaplain of the 
U.S. Senate. To encourage Scottish Americans to sign up to fight on behalf of Great Britain, Peter 
Marshall recreated the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans ceremony in 1943 to try to instill pride among Scottish 
Americans in their Scottish homeland. The Kirkin' o' the Tartans ceremony was then held in Presbyterian 
churches across the USA. Today, the Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans is not limited to Presbyterian Churches, but 
can be observed in other Protestant and Roman Catholic services where the ceremony is a great social 
occasion for people of Scottish origin to congregate and worship God. (http://www.clansofscotland.org) 
   
John Knox ~ Scottish Reformer: Knox studied under John Calvin (the father of Presbyterianism) in 
Geneva, Switzerland in the 1550’s. Upon returning to Scotland, he wrote the first Book of Church Order 
and established the first Presbyterian churches. The church spread to Ireland, and it was immigrants from 
Scotland and Ireland who brought the Presbyterian Church to America. 
   
Beadle: During the Middle Ages and throughout the Reformation, ownership of a Bible was rare among 
the common people. Thus, the Bible of a Kirk was a treasured possession. The reverence toward sacred 
Scripture and the scarcity of Bibles led to the establishment of a special lay office within the Kirk, known 
as the Beadle. The Beadle, whose primary duty was to guard and protect the Bible, was usually elected by 
the Session of the Kirk. The beginning of Worship was marked by the reverent carrying of the Bible into 
the Kirk and its opening for the morning readings. As the Bible was carried by the Beadle into the Kirk 
the people stood in respect for the Holy Book. At the conclusion of Worship, the Beadle removed the 
Bible for safekeeping. 
   
Singing of Psalms: The Presbyterians in Scotland were psalm singers. They followed John Calvin’s 
insistence that the church’s song be Biblical. It is said they carried the Bible in one hand and the Psalter in 
the other. United Presbyterians and Associate Reformed Presbyterians in America continued that tradition 
until the publication of the Hymnbook in 1955. Our hymnal contains many Psalm texts (Hymns 158-258) 
and tunes from the Genevan Psalter and Scottish Psalters of 1615 and 1635.  Many churches have 
renewed their interest in sung Psalms in recent years with some including a Psalm in every service. 
 

 


