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Serving All of Our Neighbors for Over 60 Years 

Columbia Presbyterian Church 
711 Columbia Drive • Decatur, GA 30030 
Phone: 404-284-2441 • Fax: 404-284-1886 

Email: columbiapresbyterian@gmail.com Website: cpcdecatur.org 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE PASSING 
OF THE PEACE 
OF CHRIST is 
when we become the  
embodiment of the 
"peace of Christ" 
that is offered to us 
with the forgiveness 
of sins. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CALL TO 
WORSHIP 
The people are called 
to worship God. 
Words from scripture 
are spoken or sung to 
proclaim who God is 
and what God has 
done. We are thus 
reminded that our 
worship centers in 
God and not in 
ourselves. "Our help 
is in the name of the 
Lord, who made 
heaven and earth" 
(Ps. 124:8). 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S DAY 
October 18, 2009 

Children’s Sabbath Sunday 
Today we are observing the Children's Sabbath.  

The observation was started by the Children's Defense Fund,  
a group working to bring justice for children all over the world.  

It is a day to make congregations of many faith beliefs aware of the needs of children,  
and call God's adult children to act on behalf of God's younger children. 

          
Congregation responsively reads lines in bold text. 

† Those able, please stand. 
 

As the Opening Voluntary begins, listen quietly as we prepare to worship the Lord. 
           

GOD CALLS US TOGETHER TO WORSHIP AND PRAISE 
  

CHIMING OF THE BELL 
   

WELCOME 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

   
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

   
† GREETING ONE ANOTHER WITH THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  

   
GATHERING SONG (As the organ begins the introduction, please be seated and join the choir in singing)  
                                     There's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit                  SWEET, SWEET SPIRIT 

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, And I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord; 
There are sweet expressions on each face, And I know they feel the presence of the Lord. 

   
OPENING VOLUNTARY              Come, Christians, Join to Sing               Sondra Tucker 

   
† CALL TO WORSHIP  

This is the day we gather to celebrate the sacredness of children. We come thanking 
God for children and longing to keep our young brothers and sisters safe.  
This is the day we rejoice together as God's children. Some of us are young. Some of 
us are older. But we all are children of a mighty God. Together we will learn from 
one another. Together we will praise God!  

   
† CHILDREN ’S SABBATH PRAYER AND CANDLE LIGHTING  

   
 HYMN 25 (Congregation Sings)                   Away in a Manger                                       MUELLER 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF 
CONFESSION  is 
intended to 
encourage people to 
lay down any bur-
den of guilt or regret 
or any sense of 
failure and 
inadequacy, and to 
reaffirm their trust 
in Christ's unfailing 
love and forgiveness. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVITATION TO CONFESSION OF SIN   
    

SILENT CONFESSION 
    

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Congregation Prays Together) 

Tender and tenacious God, 
We confess that we have closed our eyes, hearts, and hands when you have reached 
out and tried to teach us. 
Making us in your image and calling your creation good, you tried to reveal yourself to 
us in each child,  
and yet we still try to divide people into “us” and “them.” 
Sending us Jesus, the Prince of Peace, you tried to show us how to love one another, 
and yet we still resort to violence and might to solve our conflicts. 
Feeding your people with manna sufficient for the day, you wanted us to trust that we 
will have what we need and to share what we can, 
and yet we still try to hoard the blessings meant for all. 
Forgive us, we pray, for failing to hear and heed what you have tried to teach us. 
Open our eyes that we see you in all children, not just our own, 
that our children may be free from hate; 
Open our hearts that we seek to manifest your peace in our lives and our world, 
that our children may be free from harm; 
Open our hands that we resist the urge to hoard, and embrace the call to share, 
that our children may be free from need. 
This we ask as children made in your image, safe in your love, and showered by your 
blessings.  
Amen. 

    
† DECLARATION OF PARDON  

    
† RESPONSE TO GOD’S GRACE (Congregation Sings)  Jesus Loves Me                    JESUS LOVES ME 

Jesus loves me! This I know, For the Bible tells me so; 
Little ones to Him belong; They are weak, but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 

HEARING THE WORD OF GOD 
    

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
    

READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST                        (Pew Bible, p. 19, New Testament) 
Matthew 18:1-6 

One: This is the word of our Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 

    



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SERMON 
When the Bible has 
been read, its 
message is 
proclaimed in a 
sermon or other form 
of exposition of God's 
Word. The God who 
speaks in scripture 
speaks to us now. 
The God who acted 
in biblical history 
acts today. Through 
the Holy Spirit, 
Christ is present in 
the sermon, offering 
grace and calling for 
obedience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SONGS FOR ALL OF GOD’S CHILDREN  (Congregation Sings)     
 

Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the world, 
Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in His sight, 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 
 

(interlude) 
 

Children of the heavenly Father safely in his bosom gather; 
nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e'er was given. 

 
 (interlude) 

 
O how I love Jesus, O how I love Jesus, 

O how I love Jesus, because he first loved me! 
 

 (interlude) 
 

Jesus loves me! This I know, As He loved so long ago, 
Taking children on His knee, Saying, "Let them come to Me." 

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me! 
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so. 

 
 

THE YOUNGER CHURCH  
   
READING FROM THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES                                                     (Pew Bible, p. 866, Old Testament) 

Micah 6:1-8 
One: This is the word of our Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God!  
SERMON                          What Does the Lord Require?     Rev. Tom Hagood 

   
† HYMN 422 (Congregation Sings)    How Shall I Come Before the Lord                                O WALY WALY     

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
PASTORAL 
PRAYER 
In response to the 
Word, prayers are 
offered. In these 
prayers, we 
acknowledge God's 
presence in the world 
and in daily life. 
 
 
 
 
IN BAPTISM, the 
Holy Spirit binds the 
Church in covenant 
to its Creator and 
Lord. The water of 
Baptism symbolizes 
the waters of 
creation, of the flood, 
and of the Exodus 
from Egypt. Thus, 
the water of Baptism 
links us to the 
goodness of God's 
creation and to the 
grace of God's 
covenants with Noah 
and Israel. Prophets 
of Israel, amidst the 
failure of their own 
generation to honor 
God's covenant, 
called for justice to 
roll down like waters 
and righteousness 
like an everflowing 
stream. (Amos 5:24) 
They envisioned a 
fresh expression of 
God's grace and of 
creation's goodness -- 
a new covenant 
accompanied by the 
sprinkling of 
cleansing water. In 
his ministry, Jesus 
offered the gift of 
living water. So, 
Baptism is the sign 
and seal of God's 
grace and covenant 
in Christ. (Book of 
Order W-2.3003) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER  WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 
A time of silence will be offered during the Pastoral Prayer in which you may lift prayer concerns. 

If you would rather not say your concern aloud, you may speak to the pastor or an elder following the service. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

  
BAPTISM AND REAFFIRMATION  
OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

Baptism of Benjamin Adrian Spee 
Son of Arianne and Jon Spee 

 
PRESENTATION   
PROFESSION OF FAITH    
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth.  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.   Amen.   

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER   
THE BAPTISM   
PRAYER WITH LAYING ON OF HANDS   
ANOINTING    
WELCOME 

  



 
 

 

 
THE OFFERING  
is also a significant 
part of our response 
to the Gospel. As we 
present the money 
which represents our 
commitment to the 
work of the church, 
we resolve to 
maintain this 
community of 
worship, fellowship 
and service.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE CHARGE 
A charge to the 
people to go into the 
world in the name of 
Christ may be 
included. The charge 
renews God's call to 
us to engage in 
obedient and 
grateful ministry as 
God's agents to heal 
life's brokenness. By 
the power of the 
Spirit, we are to be 
in life and ministry 
what Christ has 
redeemed us to be. 
God calls the church 
to join the mission of 
Christ in service to 
the world. As the 
church engages in 
that mission, it bears 
witness to God's 
reign over all of life 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS 
    

OFFERTORY ANTHEM         Give Me Oil in My Lamp                                Joseph Martin 
Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning. Give me oil in my lamp, I pray. 

Give me oil in my lamp, keep me burning, keep me burning 'til the break of day. 
 

Refrain: Sing hosanna to the King of kings. 
 

I sing praise and give thanks for Your blessings.  I sing praise every day I live. 
I sing praise and give thanks for Your blessings, for the blessings You alone can give.  (refrain) 

 
Give me joy in my heart, keep me singing, Give me joy in my heart each day, 

Give me joy in my heart, keep me singing, Keep me singing 'til the break of day. (refrain) 
   

† DOXOLOGY (Congregation Sings)                    Doxology                               LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God all creatures here below,  
Alleluia, Alleluia!  

Praise God, the source of all our gifts, praise Jesus Christ whose pow'r uplifts,  
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit; Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

    
† PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 
† HYMN 492                         Baptized in Water                BUNESSAN   

SENDING  
 
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP 

    
CHARGE AND BLESSING 

    
CLOSING VOLUNTARY                               God of Grace                                                Paul Manz 

 
Please remain quietly seated for the playing of the Closing Voluntary 

or move quietly to the Narthex for a time of fellowship. 
 

         
 

WORSHIP LEADERS THIS MORNING: 
Rev. Tom Hagood       

Wendy Dewberry, Liturgist 
Children and Youth of Columbia Presbyterian Church 

David Flick, Organist and Choirmaster 
Columbia Presbyterian Church Chancel Choir 

AJ Durden and Daniel Jackson, Acolytes   
Music in the service reprinted and used with permission: CCLI# 823224 
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Please remember to recycle your bulletin  

in the recycle baskets in the narthex and breezeway entrance. 
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  9:30 am Nursery opens 
  9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 am Chancel Choir warm-up 
11:00 am Worship service 
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  7:00 pm Christian Education committee meeting (library) 
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  4:30 pm Kids Club   
  7:00 pm Taize worship  
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  6:00 pm Coventry Place worship  
  6:45 pm Chancel Choir rehearsal 
 

&��
����&��
����&��
����&��
������
������'��
������'��
������'��
������'� ���
Newsletter deadline 

  8:00 pm AA meeting  
 

��
��
��
��
��
������
������
������
������
������(��
������(��
������(��
������(  
    3:00 pm Fall Festival 
  8:00 pm AA meeting 
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  9:30 am Nursery opens 
  9:45 am Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 am Chancel Choir warm-up 
11:00 am Worship service – Kirkin’ of the Tartans 
12:15 pm Session meeting 
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Visitation Coordinator: Sharon Reardon 

Ushers: Jerry Artopoeus, captain; Sam Artopoeus, Glenn Simpson 
Sound System:  Wesley Upshur, Arnie Van Wyk 
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Columbia Presbyterian Church is a place where members and guests gather to worship and serve God in a 
caring, inspiring, mission-directed environment.  We hope you feel a fresh expression of God’s love for you here 
today. 
• If you would like a large-print hymnal, please see an usher. 
• Childcare is available in the nursery downstairs during worship and Sunday School.   
• Children five and under may leave worship after Time with the Younger Church and go to the nursery. 

Children six and older are asked to stay for worship. Worship activity bags are available. 
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Many thanks to all who made our Fall Festival possible yesterday!  Good food, fun, and 
Christian fellowship – what a great day! 
 
Conversations on Politics, Faith and Race: The Presbytery of Greater Atlanta Committee to 
Combat Racism invites you to A Black President After One Year: How Are We Doing?  Wed., Oct. 
28, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at Hillside Presbyterian Church, 1879 Columbia Drive, Decatur, Georgia  
30032. Lunch: $5.00  *  Please RSVP (for lunch) by Oct. 25. Contact:  Rev. Nibs Stroupe 
(nstroupe@mindspring.com, 404-378-6284) or Loretta Terry (tloretta@ bellsouth.net, 770-719-
1179) 
 
This Friday, October 23, is the deadline for our November newsletter.  If you have any 
information to be included in this issue, please send it to Dorothy in the church office by that 
day.  You may mail it to her, put it in her mailbox in the church office today, or email her at 
columbiapresbyterian@gmail.com.  Let’s fill this newsletter with good stuff! 
 
Bagpipes and worship next Sunday morning!  Our annual Kirkin’ of the Tartans, when we 
celebrate the Presbyterian church’s Scottish heritage, will be during our 11:00 a.m. worship 
service.  Come and bring a friend! 
  

 CPC Prayer List    

Family of D. Arnold Family of Anne Comer The Mulrine family (Gartrell) 

Ron Dinkins Dorothy Gartrell Gloria Williams 

Eleanor Chambers (Woods) Richard Feddern (Woods) Dorothy Clark 

Bob and Helen Golden Margaret Bloodworth Rev. Thomas Livengood 

Arkeya Harris Michael Lacey’s dad Tom Day (Kay Potter) 

Lloyd Grizzle (Wendy Dewberry) Ruata’s family Dr. Hubert Taylor 

Earl  (Robin Upshur’s father) Diane (Russ Hiner) Laura Bordeaux’s cousin Kitty 

Bernie Granger Laurel Stapinski Seige Erikson 

Terry Lochman (Dru Carter’s daughter) Jan Scalaro (Marian Hassler) Jean Phillips 

Sharon Reardon’s mother Earl S. (Sandy Love’s brother) Ethan -15 year old with bone cancer 

Carlos Cordoza-Orlandi’s mother Ruth Williams (Jerry Artopoeus) Martha Clinkscales’ mother 

The Dois Ricky Summers (Cromwells) Orlando Rachele 

Teenie Peters Earl Polk (Kay Potter) Church session and staff 

Susan McKay (Hassler) Sarah Jones (volunteering in India) Eloise Jones (Woods) 

Josh Wilhite (Afghanistan) Rehoboth Presbyterian Church  

Worldwide missionaries The McGills: Malawi The Wellers: Ethiopia 



 
 

 

 
 


